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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group 1, claims 1-7, in the reply filed on 10/16/06 is 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 8 and 9 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being 
drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made 
without traverse in the reply filed on 10/16/06. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
Claim 2 contains the limitation " about 4.711", while the specification contains the limitation "4.71" 
(paragraph [0023]). 

5. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
The claims are confusing because they claim a ratio, but then also claim "inches". A ratio would not have 
units of measure. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith et al. (US Patent 
6,228,317) in view of Nahill et al. (US Patent 7,138,082). Smith et al. teaches the basic method claimed as 
follows: placing a pre-heated preform (20) in a mold cavity (21) and blowing to form an intermediate 
article (23), which has a moil portion (24); and severing the moil portion (24) to provide the finished 
container (10). Regarding claim 1, Smith et al. further teaches that when the preform (20) is blown, it 
forms a threaded finish (17) having a wall of substantially uniform thickness which, in the preferred 
embodiment is in a range of from about 0.040 to about .45 inches (column 3, lines 63-64). Smith et al. does 
not teach that the wall thickness is 0.032-0.038 inches. Nahill et al. teaches a method of making a blow 
molded container with a threaded mouth (32) wherein the thickness of the threaded neck portion is 0.019 
to 0.39 inches (column 4, lines 1-5). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use Nahill et al. to modify the method taught by Smith et al. in order to form 
a container with a thinner wall, which would save material, cost, processing time, etc. The motivation to 
use the teachings of Nahill et al. to modify the method taught by Smith et al. is that both are in the same 
field of endeavor and solve the same problem, that of forming blow molded containers with threaded 
finishes. 
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Regarding claim 2, Smith et al. encompasses the ratio 4.711 by teaching a preform wall thickness 
of 5.1 to 5.3 mm (column 4, lines 63-65) and a threaded finish wall thickness of about 1.0 to 1.2 mm 
(column 3, lines 62-64). 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Smith et al. depicts a ratio of approximately .5 when comparing Figs. 1 

and 2. 

Regarding claim 5, Smith et al. teaches that the preform is preheated (column 3, lines 29-30). 

Regarding claim 6, Smith et al. does not teach that the temperature of the mold surface is less 
than 60°F. It is generally well known in the art that mold temperatures are dependent upon the 
characteristics of the material, size of the preform, end use of the container, desire to prevent 
crystallization, etc. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to choose generally well known molding techniques, such as a mold temperature below 60°F, 
to modify the method taught by Smith et al. in order to form the desired finished product. 

Regarding claim 7, Smith et al. appears to depict the claim limitations in Fig 4A. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Suzanne E. McDowell whose telephone number is (571) 272-1205. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christina Johnson can be reached on (571) 272-1176. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 1732 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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